broadly titled "empirical analyses of non-western medicine and medical ecology" is devoted more to eating (and teeth-cleaning) than to treating, while the fourth section, "psychiatry in modem medicine: problematics for its transcultural applications", tackles such classics as definitions of "abnormal" and "cure", "social control" and the "culture-personality dualism". Lastly, two essays look at "social structure and ritual in biomedicine" today.
The chapters, each fifteen to twenty pages long, focus on recent research done mainly in the Americas, the Pacific, and Africa. The reader would have to be something of an anthropological athlete to put these essays into their full cultural context, but perhaps that is deemed irrelevant here: the emphasis is on the clinical situation rather than, say, the contemporary politics or economics of the national culture in which any particular medical sub-culture is embedded.
Of its genre, this book (particularly the sections on symbolism and empiricism) has proved in my experience useful in teaching: but it remains an example of a genre. If one looks at, for example, the newsletter of American medical anthropologists, the Medical Anthropology Quarterly, the "state of the art" is apparently rather more precarious. A unitary biohuman paradigm sounds almost millennarian, alongside the more politically-oriented, more public-health-focused concerns that dominate the literature's other major genre. Indeed, the notion that there is to be a single paradigm, rather than a series of heuristically useful perspectives on a very complex, changing problem, makes the volume's editorializing an interesting historical document. The rediscovery of "culture", and the almost evangelical fervour with which that "discovery" is announced, is significant, given the relative youth of medical anthropology as an independent discipline caught between the medical schools and academic anthropology departments. This volume has its eyes, I think, on the medical schools! It deserves a wider readership, nonetheless.
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